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FREE TRANSLATION OF THE FOREGOING,
A merchant in Bijapur was dealing in cotton on a large scale, One day some
thieves from the city formed a gang and, seeking an opportunity, stole a numher of
cotton bales from the merchant's house, Then the merchant went to the King and
informed him of the theft committed in his house. The King (sent for the Kotwal) and
gave him the following order, 'that such a theft should have been committed in my
town, is really a disgrace, If you fail to trace the thieves within four days, I shall
have you beheaded.* At this the Kotwal tried his best to trace the thieves, but they
were not found.
In the meantime the four days granted by the King expired, and the fifth day
came. It was announced by the beating of drums that the Kotwal was to be decapitated,
All the people were grieved to hear this, for the Kotwal was very popular. Hearing
this news a clever man in the town went to the King, and joining his hands begged,